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Robert’s Testimony 
 

 

a sinner in need of God’s mercy, I repented 
of my sins and I accepted the gift of salvation 
that God provides through His Son Jesus. I 
was nine years old when I became a child of 
God. 

I began to understand that God wanted 
me to live and do what was right, but that I 
could only do so through His help. I also 
knew then that doing good was not the key 
to my salvation, but an outgrowth of it. I was 
the best friend of a missionary’s kid at school 
who was on furlough for a few years. He 
continually encouraged me and lived a godly 
example for me to follow. I believe he was 
also instrumental in my salvation because of 
his testimony in my life prior to my 
conversion. 

Throughout my high school years I tried 
my best to live a separated life, never 
delving into alcohol, drugs, and sex. With 
such pressure from my peers, I believe it 
was God’s hand that kept me from those 
things. I also had a genuine desire to read 
and know the Bible, even taking it to school 
on occasion. Just after my high school 
graduation, my father asked me what I 
wanted to do from that point forward, and I 
told him I wanted to be a missionary. 

In April of 1991 at nineteen years of age, 
I married my wife who was eighteen and 
began attending Junior College with the 
mindset of serving in full-time ministry. 
However, I began to question whether I 
wanted to be in the ministry for selfish 
reasons or because God had called me to do 
so. I quit going to college and worked for 
many years in the architectural/engineering 
field. After our second child, we moved to the 
Tyler, Texas area where I began taking 
classes for an engineering degree. We 
joined Central Baptist Church in Tyler and I 
became heavily involved in the AWANA 
ministry. As a matter of fact, Jennifer and I 
served many years on the advisory board for 
the AWANA missionary for our region. I 
continued working in the consulting 
engineering field, employed by a company 
that designed and engineered schools and  

 
I grew up in the Garland/Rowlett area just 

east of Dallas. My family upheld religious 
morals and ideas, but did not go to church. 
Around nine years of age, I started attending 
home-based Vacation Bible Schools during the 
summer. I began to have a desire to do what 
was right in order to please God. I was invited 
on occasion to go to church with a friend who 
lived across the street. They attended Jupiter 
Road Baptist Church in Garland, Texas. On 
one occasion while with my friend at church, 
one of the elderly women who worked in the 
nursery had fallen and broken her arm. My 
friend and his parents needed to stay behind to 
help with the situation. They asked a Sunday 
School leader to drive me home. On that ride 
home while riding in the back seat with another 
boy, the leader asked me if I knew that I would 
go to heaven if I were to die that day. I said I 
did not. He explained to me how I could know 
beyond a shadow of a doubt that I could call 
heaven my home. He explained that I was a 
sinner and an enemy of God according to 
Romans 3:23. He further told me that I 
deserved eternal separation from God because 
of my sins (Rom. 6:23). He continued that 
Jesus paid the debt for my sins on the cross 
(Jn. 3:16) and that if I would repent and simply 
place my faith in what He did for me, I would be 
saved (Rom. 10:9). Furthermore, I could do 
nothing on my own, but Jesus did all that was 
required for me to be saved (Eph. 2:8-9). He 
asked me if I wanted to accept God’s gift of 
salvation and I said I did. He led me in prayer in 
the back seat of his car. I confessed that I was 
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Robert’s Testimony 
 

churches. In the summer of 2004, we felt God 
closing doors and leading us to move back to 
the Dallas/Fort Worth area to complete 
engineering school. 

God brought us to Arlington, Texas and 
after much searching, He also brought us to 
Pleasantview Baptist Church where I was 
biblically baptized. At that time, the church was 
pastored by Dr. D.L. Moody. I continued 
working in the engineering field and began 
taking classes at the University of Texas at 
Arlington, confident that aerospace 
engineering was the career path God had laid 
out for me.  
    On October 17, 2007 during Sunday 
morning service, I felt the unmistakable 
leading of God to become a missionary. I 
knew at that very moment that Australia was 
where He wanted us to go. It then became 
clear why God had led us to Arlington and to a 
mission-minded church that was heavily 
influenced by Arlington Baptist College. Dr. 
Moody consulted with us and encouraged me 
to enroll at ABC for a missions degree. With 
his full support, he also put us in contact with 
the World Baptist Fellowship Mission Agency. 
We sold our home in Arlington and moved into 
a small apartment in preparation for the next 
phase in our lives. I began attending classes 
at Arlington Baptist College in January 2008. 

We were approved as World Baptist 
Fellowship missionaries in August 2009. 
 
 

     I graduated with a degree in missions in 
May of 2010. We took a survey trip to our field 
of service in January 2010. Because two of 
our children are teenagers, we felt it was 
important to expose them to the mission field 
before they move on with their lives. 
     We are currently on full-time deputation. 
We were unsure of how we would make the 
transition from a permanent home and a 
steady income, but we placed our full trust in 
God to provide for us when we moved to full-
time deputation. We were confident that where 
God had opened a door, He would also 
provide a way through. Our burning desire is 
to get to the field as quickly as possible so we 
can begin to do the work He has called us to 
do, and that is building autonomous 
independent fundamental Baptist churches in 
a country where few exist. Furthermore, in a 
country that calls itself Christian, most 
Australians are secular, Catholic, or Anglican 
and have not the slightest idea what being a 
Christian really is. 

Our burden for lost souls increases daily 
as we prepare for missionary service. Our 
desire is that every pastor and church member 
we come in contact with will share our burden, 
whether or not they support us financially. We 
truly believe prayer is our greatest resource. 
We pray that you will also share the burden we 
have for Australians. 

 

Ephesians 3:20 

Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, 

according to the power that worketh in us. 
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Jennifer’s Testimony 
 

 

forced her to go forward when she was not 
ready. I understood later that she was not 
truly saved, but I believe my young, 
misguided heart was in the right place. 
Throughout elementary, middle and high 
school, I have shared my faith whenever 
possible. No one was safe, not even friends 
and co-workers. I was and am passionate 
about the lost. 

Around 1999, the singing group “Mission” 
came to Central Baptist Church in Tyler, 
where Robert and I were attending. They 
presented the mission field and the need for 
bibles and missionaries to teach it to people 
all over the world. I cannot recall the specific 
field they mentioned that year, but I do recall 
the change in my heart as they ministered to 
our church family that day. The next day as I 
was driving to work, I heard the Holy Spirit 
speaking ever so clearly to my heart. 
“Prepare yourself, for your husband and 
family will be called to full time ministry.” 

Here we are nearly ten years later 
preparing to go to the mission field He has 
called our family to. I truly believe He placed 
the desire to be a witness for Him in my 
heart at the age of four. He has been 
preparing me and Robert for a lifetime of 
serving Him. We are excited about this new 
chapter in our life and anxious to be on our 
field working for His kingdom. 

My life verse, since about the age of 13, 
has been Matthew 6:19-21. For me this is 
not only about the stuff we have here on 
earth, and our dependence upon it. It is also 
an honest evaluation of what is important to 
me. For me the only treasure worthwhile 
here on earth is the soul I introduce to the 
Savior and will meet again before the Throne 
of Grace. The treasure I cherish is made up 
of jewels in the crown I will be given and will 
joyously place at the feet of my Savior. 

My salvation testimony is a pretty simple 
one. I was attending First Baptist Church in 
Sherman, New York with my family. First 
Baptist had a very active AWANA program in 
which I was a Sparky. At the age of four, I 
began questioning what salvation meant and 
what sin was. My Sparks leader, Ivan Napper 
sat me on his knee and explained that, 
according to Romans 3:23 and Romans 10:9-
10, I was a sinner and needed believe in Jesus 
to be saved from those sins.  He taught me that 
I could never be good enough on my own, as 
revealed in Ephesians 2:8-9. He also explained 
that because of my faith, I would become a 
child of His and be granted eternal life, as 
stated in Romans 6:23. Through his guidance, I 
asked Jesus to be my Savior that evening, 
professed it before my church the following 
Sunday and was baptized later that winter. 

From that point in my life and still to this 
day, my heart has been burdened for the lost. 
As a young child I would tell my friends about 
Jesus, never wanting to imagine any of them 
going to hell.  I remember at around 10 years of 
age, a popular evangelist came to the town 
where we were living and I brought my friend 
along to hear him speak.  I remember dragging 
her to the altar when the invitation was given.  I 
wanted her to have what I had so badly that I  

 

Matthew 6:19-21 Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust 

doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: But lay up for yourselves 

treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not 

break through nor steal: For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 
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Children’s Testimonies 
 

 

 

Krista is nineteen years old. 
She was saved at an early age 
while we attended Central 
Baptist Church in Tyler, Texas. 
She was also baptized there. 
She is currently taking classes 
at Tarrant County Community 
College in Arlington, TX. Her 
field of study is architecture. 

 

 

Timothy is sixteen years old. 
He was saved at home and 
baptized at Central Baptist 
Church in Tyler. He is currently 
home-schooled in the tenth 
grade and is excited about 
arriving on the field of Australia 
where he can interact with 
people his age. 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Bethany is eleven years old. 
She was saved in Vacation 
Bible School at Pleasantview 
Baptist Church in Arlington, TX. 
We are praying for God’s will for 
her life. She is home-schooled 
and is in the fifth grade 

 

 

 

Matthew 18:3 

And said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not 

enter into the kingdom of heaven. 
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Resume – Robert Dawson 
 
Education 

 
Bachelor of Science 
Arlington Baptist College 
3001 West Division Street 
Arlington, TX 76012 
817-461-8741 
 
Tyler Junior College 
1327 South Baxter Avenue 
Tyler, TX 75701 
(engineering program) 

 

 
January 2008 – May 2010 
 
 
 
 
 
Spring 2001 – Spring 2004 

Experience – 
Ministry 

Pleasantview Baptist Church 
4400 Pleasantview Drive 
Arlington, TX 76017 
817-483-7100 
 
Deputation (pre-field) missionary 
Nationwide evangelism with a focus on 
challenging churches regarding world 
missions and outreach, raising financial 
support to become a full-time foreign 
missionary, speaking on radio stations, pulpit 
preaching, teaching Sunday School of all 
ages, participating in missions conferences, 
main speaker at junior camps, door-to-door 
evangelistic campaigns 
 
Intern and lay ministry 
Pulpit preaching, performing of baptisms, 
teaching of children’s church and Sunday 
School, teaching of adult’s Sunday School, 
nursing home preaching and ministry, door-
to-door evangelism, visitation, choir 
 

Central Baptist Church 
1343 E. Grande Blvd. 
Tyler, TX 75703 
903-561-6361 
 
Lay ministry 
AWANA children’s ministry commander, 
games, and teaching, serving on the advisory 
board for local AWANA missionary, attending 
and working area-wide events for AWANA, 
prison preaching at TDCJ in Rusk, TX 
 

 
 
 
 
 
June 2010 – present 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
September 2005 – present 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
September 1997 – September 
2005 
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Resume – Robert Dawson 
  

Faith Baptist Church 
1228 Newsome Road 
Mesquite, TX 75149 
972-288-8411 
 
Lay ministry 
AWANA children’s ministry leader of boys 
grades 3 through 6, assisting youth pastor in 
youth ministries through AWANA 
 

Forest Meadow Baptist Church 
9150 Church Road 
Dallas, TX 75234 
214-341-9555 
 
Lay ministry 
AWANA commander, leader of boys grades 3 
through 6 

 
June 1994 - September 1997 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
May 1991 – June 1994 

Experience – 
Non-Ministry 

Jacobs Engineering Group, Inc./ 
Carter+Burgess, Inc. 
777 Main Street 
Fort Worth, TX 76012 
817-735-6000 
Electrical/Lighting Systems Designer 
 

Estes, McClure & Associates, Inc. 
3608 West Way 
Tyler, TX 75703 
903-581-2677 
Electrical/Lighting Systems Designer 
 

Turner Engineers, Inc. 
5327 North Central Expressway Suite 303 
Dallas, TX 75205 
Company Closed 
Electrical/Lighting Systems Designer 

November 08, 2004 – June 
13, 2010 
 
 
 
 
 
 
June 30 1997 – November 
03, 2010 
 
 
 
 
September 24, 1990 – June 
26, 1997 
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Resume – Robert Dawson 
 
References 

 
Jimmy McNeil 
 
 
 
 
 
Joe Nyanjom, P.E. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr. Mike Evans 
 
 
 
 
 
Additional references 
available upon request 

 
Pastor 
Pleasantview Baptist Church 
4400 Pleasantview Drive 
Arlington, TX 76017 
817-483-7100 
 
Owner/CEO 
Lwanda Company Consulting Engineers 
6136 Frisco Square Blvd. 
Suite 400 
Frisco, TX 75034 
469-287-5488 
 
Associate Pastor 
New Testament Baptist Church 
2203 Smith Barry Road 
Pantego, TX 76013 
817-235-8464 
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Australia 

 

The Bad News Did You Know? The Good News 
 
Religions ‡ 

Catholics  27% 
Anglican  21% 
Other Christian  21% 
Other Religions  5% 
No Religion   26% 
 

Fastest growing religions * 
Buddhism 
Hinduism 
Islam 
 

Fastest declining religion 
Christianity ¥ 
 

Typical Australian outlook 
Secular. Most claim to 
be Christian based on 
heritage and 
nationality. ** 
 

Australian Government 
Socialist ₸ 
 

Percentage of born-again 
Christians 

0.10 percent or 10-15 
thousand people † 

 
Australia is one of the wealthiest 

nations in the world 
 

Australia is a European culture 
composed primarily of white 

caucasians with a mix of other cultures 
from all over the world 

 
 

Australian culture is very similar to 
American culture in daily life, politics, 

and religion 

 
Australians are very 
friendly and personable. 
 
Because of their 
Christian heritage, most 
Australians are more 
accepting of discussions 
about Christianity than 
other religions 
 
The current economic 
and religious conditions 
in Australian society 
have exposed the need 
for dependence upon 
God for one’s most basic 
needs 
 
Sustainable church 
plants have been 
successful in Australia 
and the outlook remains 
positive for more New 
Testament church plants 

 
‡ Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) (www.abs.gov.au) 2001 census, 100 year trend indicates that many fewer 

claim Christianity in 2012 than in 2001. 
* ABS cites a large influx of immigrants as the reason for the growth of these religions – most of these immigrants 

follow the chain of Indonesian islands from Asia to Australia. 
¥  ABS 1901-2001 census trends. Table 12.26 Major Religious Affiliations. www.abs.com.au. 
** This is deduced from statements made by public figures such as former Prime Minister John Howard who stated 

“The predominant religious culture in our society is Christianity and I always find it odd that you have to 
demonstrate your tolerance by denying your own heritage.” Australian Broadcasting Corporation. www.abc.com.au. 
Lateline. “Christian Community Hears From Howard, Rudd.” Sep. 08, 2007. It is assumed that these kinds of 
statements reflect the larger Australian religious mindset. 

₸ Our survey trip in January 2010 showed that many Australians depend upon the government for their most basic 
needs, yet many of those needs are not being adequately met. We see this as an open door for preaching the 
gospel. 

† ABS Religious Affiliation Table 12.27. www.abs.gov.au. This number is deduced from trending of religious 
affiliation, a less than 3 percent proportion of the population attending services of non-organized Christian-based 
religions on a regular basis, and associating only those who attend church on a regular basis as being born-again. 
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Missions Philosophy 
 

   We believe in the 
importance of cross-
cultural missions. In 
other words, we 
recognize that there 
are fundamental 
differences between 
American culture and 
other cultures such as 
Australia.  At times 
these differences are 
imperceptible to the 
missionary. These 

 

 

  When a local pastor 
is not sought out, 
discipled and trained 
then the missionary 
becomes the 
perceived leader of the 
church plant. The 
indigenous people will 
always associate the 
church plant with the 
missionary. When the 
missionary leaves for 
whatever reason, 

differences can be a source of hindrance 
rather than help as a missionary tries to 
minister to foreigners. Such differences 
include dress, food, holiday observances, 
political world-views and many other 
dissimilarities. In fact, some things may be 
acceptable in one culture but may be offensive 
in another culture.  
   We do not believe that a missionary should 
attempt to bridge those differences by 
adapting a foreign culture to that of the 
missionary’s. In fact there are many 
dissimilarities that do not pose a doctrinal 
problem. For example, Australian men do not 
typically wear coats and ties, even in 
professional business settings. It would be 
improper to imply that men should wear such 
clothes as a basis of worship and church 
membership.    
   For this reason, we feel that a foreigner can 
reach his own culture better than a foreign 
missionary. We believe Australians can reach 
Australians better than an American. That is 
because Australians understand Australians 
and their culture better that Americans. 
   So this begs the question: what is the point 
of an American missionary being in Australia? 
The answer is this: we see ourselves as 
equippers and trainers. Although we can 
certainly reach individual Australians with the 
glorious Gospel, in the long run indigenous 
churches are the answer to Australia’s spiritual 
condition. Simply put, Australians need 
churches that are pastored and led by 
Australians, not by Americans. 

whether it be a furlough or a vacation, the 
mission work will suffer. However, when their 
pastor is one of their culture, they will 
associate the leadership and ownership of the 
church as their own. 
   We will endeavor to plant churches in 
Australia that are led by Australian Christian 
men. We will begin by conducting an 
aggressive campaign of evangelism. As the 
Lord provides converts, we will host home-
based Bible studies in order to train and 
disciple those converts. Lord-willing, we will 
also have a man whom we can begin to train 
as pastor. After sufficient time has passed, we 
will encourage the group of believers to find a 
permanent meeting place. This comes with the 
idea that they will have to give of themselves 
financially to pay for such a place. We do not 
plan as missionaries to bankroll a church 
building. 
  We will also encourage this core group of 
believers to pay the salary of the pastor rather 
than being paid by the missionary. They will be 
trained to reach their own local community, 
propagate themselves through their own 
missions program, govern themselves under 
the authority of scripture, and sustain 
themselves financially. 
   Although I will assume certain pastoral 
duties as a pastor is being trained, we will 
eventually step back to an advisory role once 
the church plant is self-sufficient.  Once this 
occurs, we will begin to seek another area 
where we can plant another church. 
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Missions Strategy 

 
 It must be emphasized that the following timeline reflects projected activities based on 
our best presumptions. By no means do we intend to place a timeline on God’s sovereign hand. 
We will use the following timelines as a basis to evaluate our progress and will make 
adjustments accordingly.  
 
 

 

Work with a sponsoring 
church in order to become 
acculturated for the first year 
 
Move to an area unreached 
by the gospel and begin 
evangelistic campaign and 
home-based Bible studies 

Disciple and train those who 
have been saved as a result 
of home-based Bible study. 
 
Pray for and begin to train 
male convert who will 
eventually serve as pastor of 
new church plant 

 

 

 

 

            year 1                   year 2                   year 3                   year 4                  year 5 

 

Through the financial giving of the 

core group, begin seeking a 

permanent meeting place. 

 

Encourage core group to begin 

paying a salary for the new pastor 

 

 

Short-term projected timeline 
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Missions Strategy 
 

 It must be emphasized that the following timeline reflects projected activities based on 
our best presumptions. By no means do we intend to place a timeline on God’s sovereign hand. 
We will use the following timelines as a basis to evaluate our progress and will make 
adjustments accordingly.  
 

 

 

Establish core group of born-
again believers resulting from 
evangelistic campaign 
 
Establish identity of core 
group as a local church 

Church plant will have a 
permanent meeting place 
established 
 
Church plant will have a 
permanent pastor trained, 
salaried and in place 
 
Church plant will be financially 
self-sufficient and will have a 
missions outreach 
 
Reduce duties as missionary to 
that of assistance and advisor 

 

 

 

                      year 5                                      year 10                                 year 15          

 

 

Begin evangelistic campaign in 

another area within the greater 

Brisbane area with the goal of 

another church plant 

 

Encourage first church plant to 

take part in second church 

plant as a missions outreach 

 

 

long-term projected timeline 
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Formal Statement of Doctrine 
 

In the following points of formal doctrine, the term “I” represents “we” as a family, including 
myself, Jennifer and our children. 

 

The Scriptures 

I believe that the Holy Bible was written by men supernaturally inspired; that it has truth 
without any admixture of error for its matter; and therefore is, and shall remain to the end of the 
age, the only complete and final revelation of the will of God to man; the true center of Christian 
union and the supreme standard by which all human conduct, creeds, and opinion should be 
tried. 

 

1. By “the Holy Bible” I mean that collection of sixty-six books, from Genesis to Revelation, 
which as originally written does not only contain the Word of God, but IS the very Word 
of God. 

2. By “inspiration” I mean that the books of the Bible were written by holy men of old, as 
they were moved by the Holy Spirit, in such a definite way that their writings were 
supernaturally and verbally inspired and free from error, as no other writings have ever 
been or ever will be inspired. 

II Tim. 3:16-17;  II Pet. 1:19-20;  Acts 1:16;  Acts 28:25;  Psa. 119:160;  Psa. 119:105;  Psa. 
119:130;  Luke 24:25-27;  John 17:17;  Luke 24:44, 45;  Psa. 119:89;  Prov. 30:5, 6;  Rom. 3:4;  I 
Pet. 1:23;  Rev. 22:19;  John 12:48;  Isa. 8:20;  Eph. 6:17;  Rom. 15:4;  Luke 16:31;  Psa. 19:7-
11;  John 5:45-47. 

 

The One True God 

I believe that there is one, and only one, living and true God, and infinite and intelligent 
Spirit, the maker and supreme ruler of heaven and earth; inexpressibly glorious in holiness and 
worthy of all possible honor, confidence and love; that in the unity of the Godhead there are 
three persons: the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost, equal in every divine perfection, and 
executing distinct but harmonious offices in the great work of redemption. 

Ex. 20:2,3;  Gen. 17:1;  I Cor. 8:6;  Eph, 4:6;  John 4:24;  Psa. 147:5;  Psa. 83:18;  Psa. 90:2;  
Jer. 10:10;  Ex. 15:11;  Rev. 4:11;  I Tim. 1:17;  Rom. 11:33;  Mark 12:30;  Matt. 28:19;  John 
15:26;  1 Cor. 14:4-6;  1 John 5:7;  John 10:30;  John 17:5;  I Cor. 2:10,11;  Phil. 2:5,6;  Eph. 
2:18;  II Cor. 13:14.  
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Formal Statement of Doctrine 

 

The Holy Spirit 

I believe that the Holy Spirit is a divine person; equal with God the Father and God the Son 
and of the same nature; that He was active in the creation; that in His relation to the unbelieving 
world He restrains the Evil one until God’s purpose is fulfilled; that He convicts of sin, of 
judgment and of righteousness; that He bears witness to the truth  of the Gospel in preaching 
and testimony; that He is the agent in the New Birth; that He seals, endues, guides, teaches, 
witnesses, sanctifies, and helps the believer. 

John 14:16,17;  Matt. 28:19;  Heb. 9:14;  John 14:26;  Luke 1:35;  Gen. 1:1-3;  II Thess. 2:7;  
John 16:8-11;  John 15:26, 27;  Acts 5:30-32;  John 3:5,6;  Eph. 1:13, 14;  Matt. 3:11;  Mark 1:8;  
Luke 3:16;  John 1:33;  Acts 11:16;  Luke 24:49;  John 16:13;  Rom. 8:14;  Rom. 8:16;  II Thess. 
2:13;  I Pet. 1:2;  Rom. 8:26, 27. 

 

The Devil or Satan 

I believe that Satan was once holy, and enjoyed heavenly honors; but through pride and 
ambition to be as the Almighty, fell and drew after him a host of angels; that he is now the 
malignant prince of the power of the air, and the unholy god of this world. I hold him to be man’s 
great tempter, the enemy of God and His Christ, the accuser of the saints, the author of all false 
religions, the chief power back of the present apostasy; the lord of the antichrist, and the author 
of all powers of darkness - destined however to final defeat at the hands of God’s own Son, and 
to the judgment of an eternal justice in hell, a place prepared for him and his angels. 

Isa. 14:12-15;  Ezek. 28:14-17;  Rev. 12:9;  Jude 6;  II Pet. 2:4;  Eph. 2:2;  John 14:30;     I Thess. 
3:5;  Matt. 4:1-3;  I Pet. 5:8;  I John 3:8;  Matt. 13:39;  Luke 22:3, 4;  Rev. 12:10;  II Cor. 11:13-15;  
Mark 13:21, 22;  I John 4:3;  II John 7;  I John 2:22;  Rev. 13:13, 14;     II Thess. 2:8-11;  Rev. 
19:11, 16, 20;  Rev. 12:7-9;  Rev. 20:1-3;  Rev. 20:10; Matt. 25:41. 

 

Creation 

I believe in the Genesis account of creation, and that it is to be accepted literally, and not 
allegorically or figuratively; that man was created directly in God’s own image and after His own 
likeness; that man’s creation was not a matter of evolution or evolutionary change of species, or 
development through interminable periods of time from lower to higher forms; that all animal and 
vegetable life was made directly and God’s established law was that they should bring forth only 
“after their kind.” 

Gen. 1:1;  Ex. 20:11;  Acts 4:24;  Col. 1:16, 17;  Heb. 11:3;  John 1:3;  Rev. 10:6;  Rom. 1:20;  
Acts 17:23-26;  Jer. 10:12;  Neh. 9:6;  Gen. 1:26, 27;  Gen. 1:11;  Gen. 1:24. 
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Formal Statement of Doctrine 
 

The Fall of Man 

I believe that man was created in innocence under the law of his Maker, but by voluntary 
transgression fell from his sinless and happy state, in consequence of which all mankind are 
now sinners, not by constraint, but of choice; and therefore under just condemnation without 
defense or excuse. 

Gen. 3:1-6, 24;  Rom. 5:12;  Rom. 5:19;  Rom. 3:10-19;  Eph. 2:1, 3;  Rom. 1:18;  Ezek. 18:19, 
20;  Rom. 1:32;  Rom. 1:20;  Rom. 1:28;  Gal. 3:22. 

 

The Virgin Birth 

I believe that Jesus Christ was begotten of the Holy Ghost, in a miraculous manner; born of 
Mary, a virgin, as no other man was ever born or can ever be born of woman, and that He is 
both the Son of God, and God, the Son. 

Gen. 3:15;  Isa. 7:14;  Matt. 1:18-25;  Luke 1:35;  Mark 1:1;  John 1:14;  Psa. 2:7;  Gal. 4:4;  I 
John 5:20;  I Cor. 15:47. 

 

The Atonement for Sin 

I believe that the salvation of sinners is wholly of grace; through the mediatorial offices of the 
Son of God, who by appointment of the Father, freely took upon Him our nature, yet without sin, 
honored the divine law by His personal obedience, and by His death made full and vicarious 
atonement for our sins; that His atonement consisted not in setting us an example by his death 
as a martyr, but was the voluntary substitution of Himself in the sinner’s place, the Just dying for 
the unjust, Christ the Lord, bearing our sins in His own body on the tree; that having risen from 
the dead, He is now enthroned in heaven and uniting in His wonderful person the tenderest 
sympathies with divine perfection, He is every way qualified to be a suitable, a compassionate 
and all-sufficient Savior. 

Eph. 2:8;  Acts 15:11;  Rom. 3:24;  John 3:16;  Matt. 18:11;  Phil. 2:7;  Heb. 2:14; Isa. 53:4-7;  
Rom. 3:25;  I John 4:10;  I Cor. 15:3;  II Cor. 5:21;  John 10:18;  Phil. 2:8;  Gal. 1:4;  I Pet. 2:24;  I 
Pet. 3:18;  Isa. 53:12;  Heb. 9:12-15;  Heb. 7:25;  I John 2:2. 

 

Grace in the Creation 

I believe that in order to be saved, sinners must be born again; that the new birth is a new 
creation in Christ Jesus; that it is instantaneous and not a process; that in the new birth the one 
dead in trespasses and in sins is made a partaker of the divine nature and receives eternal life, 
the free gift of God; that the new creation is brought about in a manner above our 
comprehension, not by culture, not by character, nor by the will of man, but wholly and solely by 
the power of the Holy Spirit in connection with divine truth, so as to secure our voluntary 
obedience to the gospel; that its proper evidence appears in the holy fruits of repentance and 
faith and newness of life. 

John 3:3;  II Cor. 5:17; Luke 5:27;  I John 5:1;  John 3:6, 7; Acts 2:41;  II Pet 1:4;  Rom. 6:23;  
Eph. 2:1;  II Cor. 5:19;  Col. 2:13;  John 1:12, 13;  Gal. 5:22;  Eph. 5:9. 
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Formal Statement of Doctrine 
 

The Freeness of Salvation 

I believe in God’s electing grace; that the blessings of salvation are made free to all by the 
gospel; that it is the immediate duty of all to accept them by a cordial, penitent and obedient 
faith; and nothing prevents the salvation of the greatest sinner on earth but his own inherent 
depravity and voluntary rejection of the gospel; which rejection involves him in an aggravated 
condemnation. 

I Thess. 1:4;  Col. 3:12;  I Pet. 1:2;  Tit. 1:1;  Rom. 8:29, 30;  Matt. 11:28;  Isa. 55:1; Rev. 22:17;  
Rom. 10:13;  John 6:37;  Isa. 55:6;  Acts 2:38;  Isa. 55:7;  John 3:15, 16; I Tim. 1:15;  I Cor. 
15:10;  Eph. 2:4,5;  John 5:40;  John 3:18; John 3:36.  

 

Justification 

I believe that the great gospel blessing which Christ secures to such as believe in Him is 
Justification; that Justification includes the pardon of sin, and the gift of eternal life on principles 
of righteousness; that it is bestowed not in consideration of any works of righteousness which 
we have done, but solely through faith in the Redeemer’s blood, thus His righteousness is 
imputed to us. 

Acts 13:39;  Isa. 53:11;  Zech. 13:11;  Rom. 8:1;  Rom. 5:9;  Rom. 5:1;  Tit. 3:5-7;  Rom. 1:17;  
Hab. 2:4;  Gal. 3:11;  Rom. 4:1-8;  Heb. 10:38. 

 

Repentance and Faith 

I believe that Repentance and Faith are solemn obligations, and also inseparable graces, 
wrought in our souls by the quickening Spirit of God; thereby, being deeply convicted of our 
guilt, danger and helplessness, and of the way of salvation by Christ, we turn to God with 
unfeigned contrition, confession and supplication for mercy; at the same time heartily receiving 
the Lord Jesus Christ and openly confessing Him as our only and all-sufficient Savior. 

Acts 20:21;  Mark 1:15;  Acts 2:37, 38;  Luke 18:13;  Rom. 10:13;  Psa. 51:1-4;  Psa. 51:7;  Isa. 
55:6, 7;  Luke 12:8;  Rom. 10:9-11. 
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Formal Statement of Doctrine 
 

The Church 

I believe that a Baptist Church is a congregation of baptized believers associated by a 
covenant of faith and fellowship of the gospel, said church understood to be the citadel and 
propagator of the Divine and Eternal Grace; observing the ordinances of Christ; governed by 
His laws; exercising the gifts, rights, and privileges invested in them by His Word; that its 
officers of ordination are pastors or elders whose qualifications, claims, and duties are clearly 
defined in the scriptures; I believe the true mission of the church is found in the Great 
Commission: First, to make individual disciples; Second, to build up the church; Third, to teach 
and instruct as He has commanded. I do not believe in the reversal of this order; I hold that the 
local church has the absolute right  of self government, free from the interference of any 
hierarchy of individuals or organizations; and that the one and only superintendent is Christ 
through the Holy Spirit; that it is scriptural for true churches to cooperate with each other in 
contending for the faith and for the furtherance of the Gospel; that every church is the sole and 
only judge of the measure and method of its cooperation; on all matters of membership, of 
policy, of government, of discipline, of benevolence, the will of the local church is final. 

Acts 2:41;  Acts 2:42;  I Cor. 11:2;  Eph. 1:22, 23;  Eph. 4:11;  I Cor. 12:4, 8-11;  Acts 14:23;  Acts 
6:5, 6;  Acts 15:23;  Acts 20:17-28;  I Tim. 3:1-13;  Matt. 28:19-20;  Col. 1:18;  Eph. 5:23, 24;  I 
Pet. 5:1-4;  Acts 15:22;  Jude 3, 4;  II Cor. 8:23, 24;  I Cor. 16:1;  Mal. 3:10;  Lev. 27:32;  I Cor. 
16:2;  I Cor. 6:1-3; I Cor. 5:11-13.  

 

Baptism and the Lord’s Supper 

I believe that Christian baptism is the immersion in water of a believer; in the name of the 
Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, with the authority of the local church, to show forth in 
a solemn and beautiful emblem our faith in the crucified , buried and risen Savior, with its effect 
in our death to sin and resurrection to a new life; that it is pre-requisite to the privileges of a 
church relation and to the Lord’s supper; in which the members of the church, by the sacred use 
of bread and the fruit of the vine are to commemorate together the dying love of Christ; 
preceded always by solemn self-examination. 

Acts 8:36-39;  Matt. 3:6;  John 3:23;  Rom. 6:4, 5;  Matt. 3:16;  Matt. 28:19;  Rom. 6:3-5;  Col. 
2:12;  Acts 2:41, 42;  Matt. 28:19, 20;  I Cor. 11:23-28. 

 

Perseverance of the Saints 

I believe that such only are real believers as endure unto the end; that their persevering 
attachment to Christ is the grand mark which distinguishes them from superficial professors; 
that a special Providence watches over their welfare; and that they are kept by the power of 
God through faith unto eternal salvation. 

John 8:31, 32;  Col. 1:21-23;  I John 2:19;  Matt. 13:19-21;  Rom. 8:28;  Psa. 121:3;  Heb. 1:14;  I 
Pet. 1:5;  Phil. 1:6;  John 10:28, 29;  Rom. 8:35-39. 

 

 

 

 

17 



Formal Statement of Doctrine 
 

The Righteous and the Wicked 

I believe that there is a radical and essential difference between the righteous and the 
wicked; that such only as through faith are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and sanctified 
by the Spirit of our God, are truly righteous in His esteem; while all such as continue in 
impenitence and unbelief are in His sight wicked, and under the curse, and this distinction holds 
among men both in and after death, in the everlasting felicity of the saved and the everlasting 
conscious suffering of the lost. 

Mal. 3:18;  Gen. 18:23;  Rom. 6:17, 18;  Prov. 11:31;  I Pet. 1:18;  Rom. 1:17;  I Cor. 15:22;  Acts 
10:34, 35;  I John 2:29;  Rom. 6:16;  I John 5:19;  Gal. 3:10;  Rom. 7:6;  Rom. 6:23;  Prov. 14:32;  
Luke 16:25;  Matt. 25:34, 41;  John 8:21;  Luke 9:26;  John 12:25;  Matt. 7:13, 14. 

 

Civil Government 

I believe that civil government is of divine appointment, for the interests and good order of 
human society; that magistrates are to be prayed for, conscientiously honored and obeyed; 
except only in things opposed to the will of our Lord Jesus Christ, who is the only Lord of the 
conscience, and the coming Prince of the kings of the earth. 

Rom. 13:7;  II Sam. 23:3;  Ex. 18:21, 22;  Acts 23:5;  Matt. 22:21;  Tit. 3:1;  I Pet. 2:13, 14;  I Pet. 
2:17;  Acts 4:19, 20;  Dan. 3:17, 18;  Matt. 10:28;  Matt. 23:10;  Phil. 2:10, 11; Psa. 72:11. 

 

The Resurrection and Return of Christ and Related Events 

I believe in and accept the sacred Scriptures upon these subjects at their face and full value. 
Of the Resurrection, I believe that Christ rose bodily “The third day according to the Scriptures;” 
that He alone is our “merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God;” “that this same 
Jesus which is taken up from you into heaven shall so come in like manner as ye have seen 
Him go into heaven” - bodily, personally and visible; that the “dead in Christ shall rise first,” that 
the living saints “shall all be changed in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump;” 
“that the Lord God shall give unto Him the throne of His Father David;” and that “Christ shall 
reign a thousand years in righteousness until He hath put all enemies under His feet.” 

Matt. 28:6, 7;  Luke 24:39;  John 20:27;  I Cor. 15:4;  Mark 16:6;  Luke 24:2-7;  Acts 1:9, 11;  Luke 
24:51;  Mark 16:19;  Rev. 3:21;  Heb. 8:1;  Heb. 12:2;  Heb. 8:6;  I Tim. 2:5;       I John 2:1;  Heb. 
2:17;  Heb. 5:9, 10;  John 14:3;  I Thess. 4:16;  Matt. 24:27;  Matt. 24:42;  Heb. 9:28;  I Cor. 
15:42-44, 51-53;  I Thess. 4:17;  Phil. 3:20, 21;  Luke 1:32;         I Cor. 15:25;  Isa. 11:4, 5;  Psa. 
72:8;  Rev. 20:1-4;  Rev. 20:6. 
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Formal Statement of Doctrine 
 

Missions 

The command to give the gospel to the world is clear and unmistakable and this 
Commission  was given to the churches. 

Matt. 28:18-20,  “And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto 

me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all 

things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the 

end of the world. Amen.” 

 

Mark 6:15,  “And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to 

every creature.” 

 

John 20:21,  “Then said Jesus unto them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath 

sent me, even so I send you.” 

 

Rom. 10:13-15,  “For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. 

How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they 

believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a 

preacher? And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful 

are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good 

things!” 
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Formal Statement of Doctrine 
 

Grace Giving 

Scriptural giving is one of the fundamentals of the faith. 

II Cor. 8:7,  “Therefore as ye abound in everything, in faith, and utterance, and 

knowledge, and in all diligence, and in your love to us, see that ye abound in this grace 

also.” 

 

We are commanded to bring our gifts into the storehouse (common treasury of the church) 
upon the first day of the week. 

I Cor. 16:2,  “Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as 

God hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come. 

 

Under Grace we give, and do not pay, the tithe - “Abraham GAVE the tenth of the spoils” 

- Hebrews 7:2, 4 - and this was four hundred years before the law, and is confirmed in 

the New Testament; Jesus said concerning the tithe, “These ye ought to have done” - 

Matt. 23:23. 

 

We are commanded to bring the tithe into the common treasury of the church. 

Lev. 27:30,  “The tithe…is the Lord’s” 

Mal. 3:10,  “Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine 

house, and prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the 

windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to 

receive it.” 

 

In the New Testament it was the common treasury of the church. 

Acts 4:34, 35, 37,  “And brought the prices of the things that were sold and laid them 

down at the apostles’ feet…Having land, sold it, and brought, the money, and laid it AT 

THE APOSTLES’ FEET.” 
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Informal Statement of Doctrine 
 

We also believe 

 
Bible  The King James Version of the Bible is the perfectly preserved Word of God. 

 

Music All music within the church should seek to glorify God. A wide variety of instrumentation 

may be used as long as the musicians are not receiving the glory. Instruments should be played 

in a manner which gives God the glory rather than man. Any style of music which does not 

glorify God should be avoided. In general, modern contemporary music with a “rock-and-roll” 

style should be avoided. 

 

Evangelism   Evangelism is Jesus’ method for populating His church. People must audibly hear 

the gospel message and must be compelled to be saved and to join a local New Testament 

church. 

 

Calvanism   We believe in the total depravity of a person’s sin nature. We believe a person is 

saved apart from any human merit. We believe the blood of Jesus is sufficient for the salvation 

of the entire world but only applies to the believer. We believe that once a person is saved he 

cannot lose that salvation. We believe that a person can willfully spurn God’s grace therefore 

rejecting Jesus even after the Holy Spirit calls that person unto salvation. We hold that five-point 

Calvanism is not a biblical position. 

 

Armenianism   Although each person has a free choice to make regarding salvation, the Holy 

Spirit effectually calls a person unto God by grace through faith. God is not uninvolved in a 

person’s coming to faith. We hold that Armenianism is not a biblical position. 

 

Eternal Security   No man can work to earn God’s favor. Therefore since salvation is not based 

on works, no person can “work” himself out of salvation. God alone secures each believer and 

nothing can change that. Once saved, always saved. 

 

Tongues   The gift of tongues was useful by God in the early church for the purpose of 

disseminating the Gospel, but that gift has ceased and in no longer truly in existence. 

 

Divine Healing   Miraculous healings still occur today, but only by the discretion and providence 

of God in order to bring glory unto Himself. No man can claim to possess the power or by proxy 

(on God’s behalf) can claim to perform such miraculous healings. 

 

Water Baptism   Baptism is only for one who is born-again. Baptism must be by full immersion 

and is the church’s method for receiving a new believer into its membership. 

 

The Lord’s Supper  The Lord’s Supper should be reserved only for the members of the church 

who are observing this ordinance, also known as “closed communion”. 
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Informal Statement of Doctrine 
 

Pre-Millenialism   Jesus will return bodily to the earth after the Tribulation to set up his 1,000 

year reign on earth. 

 

The Rapture   Every born-again believer, both dead and alive, will suddenly be bodily removed 

from the earth, the dead first and then those who are alive. They will meet Jesus in the air. This 

event will occur just prior to the Tribulation. This event has yet to occur and is imminent. 

 

Hell   Hell is a real, physical and tangible place where there will be tremendous physical, mental 

and emotional suffering for all who die having rejected Jesus. It is not merely a state of mind or 

a cessation of existence. All who die unsaved will spend eternity in the lake of fire. 

 

Evolution   God created all things in six literal 24-hour days as indicated in the Genesis 

account. The idea that all things occurred after a “big bang” and that all life evolved from a 

single-celled organism over billions of years is erroneous. 

 

New Evangelicalism   This position is unbiblical because it compromises biblical truth for a 

changing world view in order to appeal to the masses. It calls into question the inspiration of the 

Bible, emphasizes human knowledge, merges unproven scientific theories with opposing biblical 

fact, and glorifies emotional experiences through the use of supposed gifts such as the use of 

tongues and faith healing. 

 

Ecclesiastical Separation   The true New Testament church should not collaborate with other 

churches or organizations that do not hold to the same foundational biblical doctrines and who 

do not practice the same foundational biblical doctrines. Involvement in any ecumenical 

movement is detrimental to the testimony of a biblical New Testament church. 

 

Personal Separation   The born-again believer should be distinctly separate from the world in 

areas of doctrinal belief, personal habits, music, dress, bodily markings, abstinence from 

alcoholic beverages, and care of one’s body including eating habits, amusement and lifestyle. 

 

The Church   The New Testament church is a local, tangible, visible indigenous church that 

consists of born-again believers and is self-sufficient, self-governing with Christ as its head. 

 

The Contemporary Church Movement   This movement is unbiblical in the sense that the 

local church is decentralized, globalization of the church is emphasized, and there is a general 

movement toward liberalism in the church. 

 

The Indigenous Church Principle   A church should be self-governing, self-sustaining, and 

self-propagating and should have Christ as its head rather than any other over-arching 

organization or structure. Regarding matters of authority, a church should make its own final 

decisions. Fellowshipping with other churches serves an advisory role only. 
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Fun Facts About Australia 

 

• An average of two people are eaten each year 

by crocodiles. 

• Australia has the world's largest population of 

wild camels with one hump. 

• There are more than 150 million sheep in 

Australia, and only some 21 million people. 

• Australia has the world’s largest cattle station. It 
is almost the size of Belgium. 

• The Great Barrier Reef has a mailbox. You can 
ferry out there and send a postcard, stamped 
with the only Great Barrier Reef stamp. 

• The Australian Alps, or Snowy Mountains as 
they are also known, receive more snow than 
Switzerland. 

 

• Australia is considered to have 
one of the highest degrees of 
urban concentration in the world. 

• One in every four persons is either 
a first or second generation settler 
to Australia, a trend started after 
World War II. 

 

Aussie Vernacular 
Aggro 
Aussie salute 
Back of Bourke 
Brekkie 
Brizzie 
Chokkie 
Compo 
Mad as a cut snake 
Daks 
Dunny 
Digger 
Esky 
Exy 
Fair dinkum 
Furphy 
Cross as a frog in a sock 
G’Day 
Garbo 
Good onya 
Heaps 
Hooroo 
Icy pole 
Kangaroos loose in the top paddock 
Lollies 
Maccas 
Mystery bag 

Very agitated, cranky 
Brushing flies away with the hand 
A very long way off 
Breakfast 
Brisbane 
Chocolate 
Workers’ compensation 
Very angry 
Trousers 
Outhouse, toilet 
Soldier 
Insulated food/drink container 
Expensive 
True, genuine 
False or unreliable rumor 
Mad, angry 
Hello! 
Garbage collector 
Good for you, well done 
A lot 
Goodbye 
Popsicle 
Intellectually inadequate, unsmart 
Candy 
McDonalds 
Sausage 
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